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SENATE MEMORIAL 11

43RD LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 1998

| NTRODUCED BY
Cl SCO McSORLEY

A MEMORI AL

REQUESTI NG THE CONGRESSI ONAL DELEGATI ON TO OPPOSE THE KYOTO

PROTOCOL.

WHEREAS, an increase in the concentration of
di oxi de and ot her "greenhouse gases"” in the atnosp
causi ng solar heat to be trapped close to the surf

earth and average tenperatures to increase worl dw

car bon
here may be
ace of the

de; and

VWHEREAS, this increase in greenhouse gases may be

attributable to manki nd's use of fossil fuels; and

WHEREAS, a significant increase in global tenperatures

coul d have di sastrous effects on the earth's envir

onment ,

possi bly including dramatic increases in sea |l evels and severe

weat her events, wildlife habitat destruction and property

destructi on; and
VWHEREAS, sone di sagreenent exists within the
communi ty over the extent to which gl obal warning

occurring, the extent to which it is being caused

scientific
i's

by human

activities, how harnful it my be to the environnment and

whet her governnents should take action to contro
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gr eenhouse gases; and

VWHEREAS, the United States participated in an
i nternational conference on global warning in Kyoto, Japan in
Decenber of 1997; and

VWHEREAS, a treaty known as the Kyoto Protocol, which
woul d require the United States to reduce em ssions of
gr eenhouse gases by seven percent, the European union to
reduce em ssions by eight percent and Japan to reduce
em ssions by six percent bel ow 1990 | evels by 2012, was
adopted at the Kyoto conference; and

WHEREAS, the inposition of such em ssions reductions
coul d i npose significant costs on the coal industry, the
electric utility industry and other industries of inportance
to New Mexico's econony and on consuners; and

WHEREAS, the Kyoto Protocol does not include limts on
gr eenhouse gas em ssions in devel opi ng nations; and

WHEREAS, the issue of emssions limtations for
devel opi ng countries will next be addressed at an
i nternational conference in Buenos Aires in Novenber, 1998;
and

VWHEREAS, the inposition of the Kyoto Protocol em ssions
reductions could put the United States econony at a severe
conmpetitive disadvantage if simlar reductions are not inposed

i n devel opi ng nati ons;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE

OF NEW MEXI CO that the congress be urged to prevent the
ratification of the Kyoto Protocol unless devel opi ng nations
commt to limting greenhouse gas em ssions; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED t hat copies of this menorial be
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transmtted to the New Mexi co congressional
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del egati on.



